[Gallbladder motility in diabetic patients with and without cardiovascular neuropathy].
In 50 diabetic patients without gallstones, including 26 patients with cardiovascular autonomic dysfunction, and 60 normal volunteers the fasting volume and volume reduction of the gallbladder after a liquid fatty meal were determined ultrasonically in intervals of ten minutes up to one hour. Simultaneously the gastric emptying of the liquid meal was followed by ultrasound imaging. Despite an association of other complications of diabetic disease (peripheral neuropathy, retinopathy) with autonomic cardiovascular dysfunction, an altered gallbladder resting volume or impaired fat-induced volume reduction was not evident in this group of patients when compared the diabetics without cardiovascular dysfunction or controls. The time to reach the minimal residual gallbladder volume was only tendentiously prolonged in diabetics with autonomic cardiovascular dysfunction. The residual volume of the stomach showed no significant difference between the three study groups using a liquid test meal. In conclusion neuropathic dysfunction of the gallbladder is unlikely to play a major pathogenetic role in the development of gallstones in diabetic patients.